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What does his costume reveal? 
By Margot Carmichael Lester 
 

Let’s face it, we girls put a lot of time and effort into planning our Halloween costumes, whether we’re going out with a group or 
with a date. But the guys? Some think nothing of stripping off the bed sheet and turning it into a toga just moments before walking 
out the door. More enterprising fellas might actually put some time and effort into it. What really counts, however, is his costume 
choice, not how long it took to toss it together—because a guy’s get-up can send strong signals about what really makes him tick.  
 
To help you decode, we got the scoop on five of the more popular guys’ costumes. We asked dating diva April Masini, author of 
Think & Date Like A Man, and pop-culture freak Jael McHenry, editor-in-chief of Intrepid Media, to do the analysis:  
 
Costume: Superman 
Masini: “He’s telling you he wants to be your knight in shining armor, the guy who saves you and does it all for you. He’s got a 
traditional sense of values and a conventional heroic outlook on his being a man. If you’re looking for a white picket fence and a 
couple of kids, this could be your guy.”  
 
McHenry: “Superman is the cherry-red sports car of Halloween costumes. He’s covering something up. Anyone who feels the need 
to sport the big “S” emblazoned on his chest wants you to think he’s super—because he’s afraid he’s not. Run.”  
 
Verdict: Hung jury. Does he make you feel like Lois Lane or does he make you want to find some Kryptonite?  
 
Costume: Pirate 
Masini: “He’s got a bad boy thing going on. He recognizes his dark side, and celebrates it. He may be selfish in bed. He may also 
be a bit of a player and less of a commitment guy. If you’re looking for a good time, short-term, this could be your guy. If you’re 
looking for Mr. Right, you may want to keep on looking.”  
 
McHenry: “Pirates are tricky. If he’s an old-school pirate who has cobbled his costume together from some old sweats, a bandana, 
his roommate’s girlfriend’s blouse, and a $2.99 eye patch, plus a sword he made himself from cardboard and tinfoil, that makes him 
resourceful and fun. If he has bought the entire Disney-approved Jack Sparrow-branded Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man’s 
Chest™ outfit and worn it exactly according to the package directions, don’t do it. You want a man who thinks for himself, not one 
who follows the crowd. Yarrrrr.”  
 
Verdict: If you like mischievous men, you can sail into the sunset with this guy. If not, tell him to walk the plank.  
 
Costume: Elvis 
Masini: “Chances are he’s got star quality (or at least he thinks he does) and would love to have attention. He’s just not ready to 
do it every day of his life. If you like men with artistic streaks and some moodiness, and you don’t need to be center stage yourself 
all the time, this Elvis is for you.”  
 
McHenry: “If he’s dressed as Elvis, he’s eager to please. This is good. He wants everyone’s attention and he’ll get it. He’s got a 
sense of humor—he doesn’t want you to think he’s sexy, just funny. And what’s sexier than that?”  
 
Verdict: Love him tender… just remember that he loves the limelight, and that’s got its pluses and minuses.  
 
Costume: Vampire 
Masini: “A vampire costume exhibits his sexual prowess. This fella doesn’t want to save you, rob you or sing for you like 
Superman, the pirate or Elvis. He wants to ravish you and make you his.”  
 
McHenry: “A dude dressed as a vampire is probably going to come on too strong. He’s looking for an excuse to put his mouth on 
your neck. This costume is the most blatant excuse for groping since that guy you knew in college with the scrubs and the ‘Free 
Mammograms!’ sign.”  
 
Verdict: If you’re looking for a Halloween hookup, he’s the man. Just have him home before dawn. If not, keep that garlic 
necklace handy.  
 
Costume: Devil 
Masini: “The devil sees himself as the one to rile things up. This man will never be boring. He’s always going to look for the fun in 
things.”  
 
McHenry: “Girls wear devil costumes to be sexy. Guys wear them because they worship Satan. In my book, there is almost no 
good reason for a man to be walking around a Halloween party with a pitchfork, unless he’s dressed as a farmer. Stay away from 
this one.”  
 
Verdict: If you’ve got a devil-may-care attitude, carry on! If not, keep looking for your angel.  
 
That’s your cheat sheet to common costumes. And remember, any guy can go against type—maybe he was late to the costume 
shop and had to take what was left over. You don’t need to judge a book solely by its cover (or a guy solely by his costume), but 
you don’t want to miss any red flags, either. So give that get-up a careful once-over to see what it reveals… and have a howlin’ 
Halloween.  
 
North Carolina-based freelancer 
Margot Carmichael Lester ’ s 
favorite men ’ s Halloween costume 
was “ Andy Warhol and Oats, ”  
complete with platinum-blond wig, 
black turtleneck and a canister 
of Quaker Oats. (Note: To get 
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the cleverness of that costume, 
you have to remember the musical 
group Hall and Oates.) Guys, are 
you wondering what your date ’ s 
costume choice reveals? Click  here. 
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